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AI Bots are 
prohibited in all
NCCC SO virtual 

meetings.



            
                        

Register for our upcoming 
instructor credentialing courses

CORE                       Jan 22 – March 29, 2024
ASE Language Arts    Feb 5 – April 12, 2024
CORE                     March 25 – May 31, 2024

https://forms.gle/iFYau1hMKWrAHtHf8
https://forms.gle/bG1wrHjSJ5pTJd6K6
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What is a Productive Struggle?

Getting a student to think for themselves, to 
process through difficult work at their own pace 
using strategies that can be used with any 
curriculum or content, at any level



While at the conference last spring 
one of the most beneficial session 
was on the Productive Struggle

Using the Research Quest from the 
Natural History Museum of Utah

https://researchquest.org

Using this student-paced resource, 
they would be able to research a 
topic and write an evidence-based 
essay expanding their critical 
thinking skills through each step

COABE 2023

https://researchquest.org


Once all of the examples and 
strategies have been reviewed, it’s 
time to let the students work 
through the problems and practice 
the strategies in various forms, 
offering less and less help for each 
lesson, until they can begin to 
reason through the problems on 
their own



Problems and Solutions

Define and Scaffold

Give definitions and scaffold 
new information 

Allow for Time

 Don’t be afraid of the silence, 
allow students to think through 
problems at their own pace 

Present Several Strategies

Offer two to three ways to look 
at a problem

Praise the Process

To escape the need to get the 
right answer, praise the critical 

thinking thinking process 



Adapting to a HiSET/ESOL Reading Classroom

Scaffolding

Give background info needed for lesson 
(introduce the “players”, define new 
vocabulary, give written and verbal examples 
of how new terms will be used)

As each lesson progresses, less scaffolding 
and examples given, more time given to 
students for their own thinking and problem 
solving

Objectives

Using a monologue from A Midsummer 
Night's Dream by William Shakespeare, 
students will build vocabulary and will 
understand the different uses of poetry styles 
to convey meanings in the play.

Vocabulary: Couplet, Verse, Iambic 
Pentameter



Helena
Act I, Scene 1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srDiK4O75uc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srDiK4O75uc


Puck
Act 5, Scene 1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jh27CeneQ0c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jh27CeneQ0c


Vocabulary

Iambic Pentameter
In a line of poetry, an ‘iamb’ is a foot or beat consisting of an 
unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable. Or 
another way to think of it it a short syllable followed by a 
long syllable. For example, deLIGHT, the SUN, forLORN, 
one DAY, reLEASE. English is the perfect language for 
iambus because of the way the stressed and unstressed 
syllables work. (Interestingly, the iamb sounds a little like a 
heartbeat). Penta’ means five, so pentameter simply means 
five meters. A line of poetry written in iambic pentameter 
has five feet = five sets of stressed syllables and 
unstressed syllables.

Putting these two terms together, iambic pentameter is a 
line of writing that consists of ten syllables in a specific 
pattern of an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed 
syllable, or a short syllable followed by a long syllable.

Couplet

A couplet is a unit of two lines of poetry, especially lines that 

use the same or similar meter, form a rhyme, or are 

separated from other lines by a double line break.

Couplets do not have to be stand-alone stanzas. Instead, a 

couplet may be differentiated from neighboring lines by its 

rhyme, or because it forms a complete sentence, or simply 

because someone talking about the poem wants to specify which 

two lines they're referring to.

Couplets do not have to rhyme, though they often do.

A couplet may be open or closed, meaning that each line may 

make up a complete sentence, or the sentence may carry from 

one line into the next.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_sounds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_sounds
https://www.litcharts.com/literary-devices-and-terms/stanza


PART 1: As the student…

Using what we have talked about, look at 
the two monologues. Read and answer the 
following questions.

1. What is each character talking about?  
How do you know this? 

2. What style of poetry is used for each?  
What does that tell us about the 
characters?

Lets Practice!

15 min Breakout 
Session



How happy some o'er other some can be!                                                                                                              
Through Athens I am thought as fair as she.                                                                                                                   
But what of that? Demetrius thinks not so;                                                                                                                       
He will not know what all but he do know:                                                                                                                           
And as he errs, doting on Hermia's eyes,                                                                                                                        
So I, admiring of his qualities:
Things base and vile, folding no quantity,
Love can transpose to form and dignity:
Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind;                                                                                                              
And therefore is wing'd Cupid painted blind:                                                                                                                                      
Nor hath Love's mind of any judgement taste;                                                                                                              
Wings and no eyes figure unheedy haste:
And therefore is Love said to be a child,                                                                                                                              
Because in choice he is so oft beguiled

If we shadows have offended,                                                                                                                                        
Think but this, and all is mended,                                                                                                                                         
That you have but slumber'd here                                                                                                                                   
While these visions did appear.
And this weak and idle theme,
No more yielding but a dream,                                                                                                                                     
Gentles, do not reprehend:
if you pardon, we will mend:
And, as I am an honest Puck,
If we have unearned luck
Now to 'scape the serpent's tongue,                                                                                                                                   
We will make amends ere long;
Else the Puck a liar call;
So, good night unto you all.
Give me your hands, if we be friends,                                                                                                                            
And Robin shall restore amends.            



PART 2: As the instructor…

● How could you respond to the productive 
struggle in the moment?

● How could you plan and prepare for the 
productive struggle?

Lets Practice!

15 min Breakout 
Session



Let’s hear from a few of you about…

● How you could respond to your 
students’ struggles with this 
reading activity.

● How you could plan and 
prepare for your students’ 
productive struggle with this 
reading activity.

Breakout Session 
Debrief

PART 2



Just in case you 
need a 

reminder……… 

A quick 
summary of a 
MidSummer 
Night’s Dream









Read through the ESOL lesson plan. 
Discuss and explore the following questions.

● What learning roadblocks and difficulties may 
ESOL students experience while going through 
this lesson?

● How could we formally plan for these potential 
learning roadblocks?  How could we prepare for 
the productive struggle and incorporate that into 
our lesson planning process?

Productive 
Struggle and 

Lesson Planning

15 min Breakout 
Session



Let’s hear from a few of you about…

● How to plan and prepare for 
the productive struggle and 
formally incorporate that into 
our lesson planning process.

Breakout Session 
Debrief



Questions?



            
                        

Register for our upcoming webinars

A Circle of Support                                      January 25th
Career Pathways Series

Generative AI for Lesson Planning        February 13th
COABE Series

Who are the Advisors?                            February 22nd
Career Pathways Series

Fostering a Work-Readiness Mindset    February 27th
COABE Series

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrcO6uqzooGtZSedWe2PbMnq9t2WZDNIy2
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsc-ygpzgoE9zwTVdI-ufQeS-rISGFpdKN
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rfuyuqjspEtasMNaRf-iKreCnMQ1pwdE6
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsc-6rrzgjHtWLySb6hCTfMOJJUNkWH8Ic


MANY THANKS!
Muchos gracias
Muito obrigado

Çok teşekkür ederim 
Vielen Dank


